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1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1 .1 14 was filed in this 
application after a decision by the Board of Patent Appeals and Interferences, but 
before the filing of a Notice of Appeal to the Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit or 
the commencement of a civil action. Since this application is eligible for continued 
examination under 37 CFR 1.114 and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been 
timely paid, the appeal has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114 and prosecution 
in this application has been reopened pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's 
submission filed on 01/14/201 1 has been entered. 

2. Claims 1 -27 and 29-36 are pending for examination. Claim 28 was canceled. 

3. The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a). The drawings must show 
every feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, those claimed features 
must be shown or the feature(s) canceled from the claim(s). No new matter should be 
entered. Those claimed features are as following: 

a) Data store (not just a rectangular box with a label data store) associated with a 
service requesting network device configured to store a pairing data that relates said 
service requesting network device and a service providing networked device. 

b) a logic (not just a rectangular box with a label logic) associated with said 
service requesting networked device configured to, in response to said service 
requesting device sending a service request to said service providing networked device, 
determine whether the pairing data should be updated and to update the pairing data if 
said pairing data is not valid. 

c) The data store comprises one or more of, a file, a memory, and a register. 

d) The pairing data comprises one or more of, an IP address, a unique hardware 
identifier, a unique software identifier, a virtual identifier, and a dynamic Identifier. 
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e) The unique hardware identifier comprises one or more of, a media access 
control (MAC) address, a globally unique identifier (GUIO), an object identifier (OID), 
and an IP address. 

f) The service requesting networked device comprises one of, a computer, a 
printer, a scanner, and a server. 

g) The service providing networked device comprises one of, a computer, a 
printer, a scanner, and a server. 

h) The logic is further configured to generate a uni-cast simple network 
management protocol (SNMP) GET message to be delivered from the service 
requesting networked device to the service providing networked device and to compare 
data within a response to said GET message with said pairing data. 

i) The logic is further configured to selectively generate a multicast SNMP GET 
message to be delivered to a plurality of service providing networked devices to request 
a binding data that facilitates updating the pairing data. 

j) The binding data comprises one or more of, a MAC address, a GUID, an OID, 
an IP address, and a virtual name. 

k) A first logic configured to, in response to a service request made by said 
requesting networked device, produce a uni-cast SNMP GET request for the MAC 
address of the service providing networked device and to determine whether the IP 
address and MAC address stored in the data store describe a valid pairing based on a 
uni-cast SNMP GET RESPONSE message, the first logic being located in the 
requesting networked device. 

I) A second logic configured to selectively produce a multicast SNMP GET 
request for the MAC address of one or more service providing networked devices 
related to said service request and to selectively update the data store based on one or 
more uni-cast SNMP GET RESPONSE messages responsive to the multicast SNMP 
GET request, the second logic being located in the requesting networked device. 

m) The data store comprises an extensible markup language (XML) file. 
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n) means for performing a unicast based doing weak discovery between the 
service requesting networked device and the service providing networked device in 
response to a service request made from the service requesting networked device to 
the service providing networked device. 

o) means for selectively performing automatic multicast based discovery to 
rediscover the service providing networked device based on the unicast based 
discovery and selectively updating the pairing data based on the multicast_based 
discovery. And, 

p) an updating a pairing table. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121 (d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure 
number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure 
is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, 
and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate 
changes made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for 
consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering 
of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New 
Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121 (d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, 
the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next 
Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 
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4. Claims 1 -27 and 29-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 2, second paragraph, 
as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject 
matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

In claim 1 , it is unclear what kind of "pairing data" is and it is unclear how a data 
store associates with a service requesting network device and configured to store a 
pairing data. It is unclear what kind of "logic" that applicant is talking and it is unclear 
how this logic associates with said service requesting networked device configured to 
determine whether the pairing data should be updated and to update the pairing data if 
said pairing data is not valid. Moreover, it is unclear what constitutes pairing data is not 
valid. 

In claim 2, it is unclear how a register can store the pairing data. 

In claim 4, it is unclear what kind of virtual identifier, and a dynamic Identifier that 
the applicant is talking about. 

In claim 7, it is unclear what kind of "logic" that can be configured to generate a 
uni-cast simple network management protocol (SNMP) GET message to be delivered 
from the service requesting networked device to the service providing networked device 
and to compare data within a response to said GET message with said pairing data. 

In claim 8, it is unclear what kind of "logic" that can configured to selectively 
generate a multicast SNMP GET message to be delivered to a plurality of service 
providing networked devices to request a binding data that facilitates updating the 
pairing data. 

In claim 9, it is unclear what kind of a virtual name that the applicant is talking 

about. 

In claims 1 0-1 2, it contains similar problems as in claims 1 -8. 

In claim 13, it is unclear what exactly a binding data that can facilitates uniquely 
identifying a networked device. It is unclear what kind of pairing data that the applicant 
is talking about and therefore the claimed language is not clearly understood. 
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5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

6. Claims 1 -27 and 29-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(a) as being anticipated 
by Dowling [U.S. Patent No. 6,636,499]. 

7. Dowling anticipated the invention substantially as claimed. Taking claim 1 as an 
exemplary claim, the reference anticipated a client-side auto-rediscovery system, 
comprising: a data store (i.e., a memory or a database) associated with a service 
requesting networked device (i.e. see col. 8 (lines 3-4), col. 3 (line 21) to col. 4 (line 21)) 
configured to store a pairing data (i.e., source and destination addresses, 2 fields of 
Ethernet Frame at col. 2 (line 44) to col. 3 (line 60)) that relates said service requesting 
networked device and a service providing networked device; and a logic (i.e. see col. 4 
(lines 7-21)) associated with said service requesting networked device configured to, in 
response to said service requesting device sending a service request to said service 
providing networked device,_determine whether the pairing data should be updated and 
to update the pairing data if said pairing data is not valid (i.e. enable the automatic 
discovery of switches or other network devices, see col. 6 (lines 54-55)). 

8. As to claim 2, Dowling further anticipated the data store comprises a memory 
(i.e. see 280). 

9. As to claim 3, Dowling further anticipated the pairing data comprises an IP 
address (i.e., see 124 of Fig. 12, col. 6 (lines 23-56)). 
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1 0. As to claim 4, Dowling further anticipated the unique hardware identifier 
comprises media access control (MAC) address (i.e. see 208 of Fig. 2B, col. 3 (line 9), 
col. 6 (lines 23-56)). 

11. As to claim 5, Dowling further anticipated the service requesting networked 
device comprises a server (i.e. see a server 20, col. 1 (line 61 ), col. 4 (lines 8-21 )). 

1 2. As to claim 6, Dowling further anticipated the service providing networked device 
comprises a server (i.e. see a server 20, col. 1 (line 61 ), col. 8 (lines 8-21 )). 

1 3. As to claim 7, Dowling further anticipated to determine whether to update said 
pairing data,_the logic is further configured to generate a uni-cast simple network 
management protocol (SNMP) GET message to be delivered from the service 
requesting networked device to the service providing networked device and to compare 
data within a response to said GET message with said pairing data (i.e. see col. 8 (lines 
36-59)). 

14. As to claim 8 Dowling further anticipated to update said pairing data,_the logic is 
further configured to selectively generate a multicast SNMP GET message to be 
delivered to a plurality of service providing networked devices to request a binding data 
that facilitates updating the pairing data (i.e. see col. 8 (lines 1 5, 36-59) and col. 1 5 
(lines 10-37)). 

1 5. As to claim 9, Dowling further anticipated the binding data comprises a MAC 
address (i.e. see 208 of Fig. 2B, col. 3 (line 9), col. 6 (lines 23-56)). 

1 6. Claims 1 0-27 and 29-36 are rejected for the same rationale as claims 1 -9, since 
they recite substantially identical subject matter. Any differences (such as XML File, 
periodically performed the process, and a table) between the claims do not result in 
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patentably distinct claims and all of the limitations are taught by the above cited 
references. 

1 7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

The references are cited in the Form PTO-892 for the applicant's review. 

A shortened statutory period for response to this action is set to expire 3 (three) 
months and 0 (zero) days from the mail date of this letter. 

Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In 
no event, however, may a reply be timely filed after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this communication. 

If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply 
and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause 
the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 

Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of 
this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any earned patent term adjustment. 
See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 

examiner should be directed to Krisna Lim whose telephone number is 571 -272-3956 

The examiner can normally be reached on Tuesday to Friday from 7:10 AM to 5:40 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Krista Zele, can be reached on 571-272-7288. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571 -273- 
8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
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For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free)? 

Kl 

June 17, 2011 



/Krisna Lim/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2453 



